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Zero Fatalities Project Survey Results Summary

Overview:
From June, 2008 through June, 2010, the Rhode Island Department of Corrections held multiple sessions of the Zero Fatalities Project Presentation at the Rhode Island Department of Corrections’ Medium Moran Facility.  Of those that attended, 1027 surveys were returned to the Department of Corrections for analysis.  The following data reflects a summary of the 1027 survey responses.

Description of Participants:

· Ninety-one percent (91%) of respondents indicated that they were a student.

· The majority of the respondents were either juniors or seniors in high school (36% and 39%, respectively); 42% were 17 years old, 27% were 16 years old.  

· Seventy-seven percent (77%) indicated they were attending as part of a school field trip.

· Almost two-thirds reported having a driver’s license and of those with a license, over 80% said they NEVER driven under the influence.

· A fairly large percentage (26%) said that they DO NOT discuss drinking and driving with their parents or caregivers.

Past Experiences:

Off all respondents, 62% said they NEVER get into a car with someone who has been drinking, however an additional 35% said they do sometimes get into a car with someone who has been driving (24% said seldom, 11% said occasionally). 

Over half of the respondents said someone they love or know well has been involved in a DUI or reckless driving related crash and a handful of respondents (n=47) reported actually having been involved in a DUI or reckless driving related crash themselves as either the driver or a passenger.   
Presentations:

Rating the presentations from the Attorney General’s Office:

227 (22%) rated the presentation as Excellent while an additional 559 rating the presentation as Good (54%).   While comments on this presentation mostly indicated that the information presented was interesting and got the point across, many said that the PowerPoint presentation should be enhanced to be more pleasing to the audience.  Some felt it was hard to follow, it could use more graphics, it was hard to read (the font was too small), and that there wasn’t enough time to read the slides.  

Rating the inmates’ presentations:

821 (80%) indicated the presentation was Excellent while an additional 196 (19%) indicated it was Good.  Many comments provided referred to the presentation as being “Effective, Interesting, Touching and/or Powerful” and “Hitting Home”. Virtually all comments were of a positive nature in that the presenters got their point across well.    
Overall, outcomes and comments from this group of surveys in these two areas were comparable to the analysis of survey’s that was completed in 2008.  
Rating the Victim / Family Presentations:

Responses to this question were similar to those received under “Rating the inmates’ presentations”; 856 (83%) rated the presentations as Excellent and an additional 145 (14%) rated them as Good.  Comments received were virtually the same as to the inmate presentations rating; respondents felt the presentations were “emotional, eye-opening, sad, moving, powerful, and heartbreaking”.
Overall Opinions and Impact of the Zero Fatalities Project:
· Almost all respondents (97%) agreed that coming to the prison and listening to the presentations had a better effect than having the program presented at their school.  
· Forty percent of respondents identified having participated in other drunken driving awareness programs.  The majority of the other awareness classes were presentations at schools or in conjunction with driver training classes.  Of those who had participated in past drunk driving awareness programs, 86% found the Zero Fatalities Project to be a better program.

· Slightly over half (53%) of those surveyed said that attending this presentation will “Definitely” change their behaviors.  An additional 26% said “Probably”, while 10% said “Possibly” and only 3% said “Definitely Not”.  
· Over two-thirds said they will definitely share the information they learned with family and friends.

Suggested Changes to the program and Overall Comments:

The following are examples of the themes of some of the more common comments in these two categories

· Allow more time for questions
· Hold sessions in smaller groups

· Get a better sense of life inside a prison (tour the prison)

· Bring parents in to participate
· Bring in more speakers (diversity of offenders)

· Bring in college kids to see this presentation

· Very sad; “supply tissues”
· Excellent, Effective Program
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